
If any of you follow Bishop Robert Barron and his Word on Fire on-line ministry 

you would know that one of his most recent series is entitled, “The Pivotal 

Players” in which he examines the lives of great figures in the history of the 

Church, most of them are saints but not all. 

A couple of weeks ago they put up free the episode on Saint Benedict.  It was for 

his feast day which is July 11th.  Benedict lived in Italy during  the 6th century and is 

considered the founder of Western Monasticism. Benedict, as a young man, was 

not impressed with the shape of the society and culture in which he lived and so 

he went and lived as a hermit for several years immersed in silence and prayer. 

After that time of seclusion he gathered others around him and he wrote a rule 

for religious life and thus was born the Benedictine order.  His rule continues to 

guide religious life to this day. 

The Gospel for this Sunday has two parables about our desire for the kingdom of 

God.  It is like a buried treasure, like a fine pearl for which one sells everything 

one has to obtain them.   

At the heart of St. Benedict’s rule, the way of life he established for those who 

joined him was the search for God, the ever deepening relationship with the Lord. 

It was about a search for the greatest of treasures, the pearl which is the kingdom 

of God.  But how do we go about that search? 

The British spiritual writer, Esther de Waal, in her book Seeking God had this to 

say about St. Benedict and his rule, 

“When St. Benedict showed his monks how to climb the ladder to God it was at 

the same time a descent into humility and self-abandonment. We find the same 

paradox expressed in the Gospels and in the psalms, that in darkness we see light; 

in death we find life; that we are filled by emptying ourselves; that we are 

happiest not when we receive but when we give. What might have been a tearing 

apart, a splitting and a fragmenting can become a means of establishing 

wholeness and balance.”   

 



In our first reading from the First Book of Kings, King Solomon hears God speak to 

him in a dream.  “Ask what I should give you. “ What do you desire Solomon.  King 

Solomon asks for wisdom and a discerning heart so that he can be a good leader.   

Imagine if God were asking that question of me today. What should I give you?  

What do you want?   

The Gospel today speaks about the kingdom of God as a treasure, as a pearl of 

great price, as something of great value, something worth great sacrifice to 

obtain.  But what is the path to the kingdom?   

It is a descent into humility and self-abandonment.   It is to know that we can be 

whole and balanced despite a fragmented and broken life.  It is to know that 

beyond darkness there is light, that beyond death there is life.  

 

 

 


